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Week 2 Discussion 1.
The short story "Piropo" was written by Leticia Del Toro and this was arguably her first story to be published. The main theme in the story is feminism supported by assertiveness and equality, and this is evident through the narrator who is Carolina. Carolina is troubled by the challenges which she faces in the male-dominated society whereby men dominate the family. In this case, it can be argued that the main conflict is gender inequality. The narrator is arguably tired of taking care of men who still dominate her. In order to be assertive, Carolina strives to venture into manual labour and strives to disguise her sex to go to work. Through her assertiveness, she is able to fit in the world dominated by men and accepts to interact with her brother and father who are arguably fearless. Carolina manages to have successful relationships and business operations.
Carolina uses elements such as similes, flashback, and metaphors in order to present the theme of feminism and the conflict of gender inequality in the story. A simile shows a direct comparison of objects, events or people; metaphors present indirect comparison while flashback is a style which makes reference to an event which happened in the past. In paragraph two, she says "I've fought like an animal to take care of my own (Leticia, 2011). This simile indicates her fighting spirit in order to achieve a place in the society dominated by men. She also uses metaphors and states "No one wants a wolf……." and this shows an aspect of courageousness in an attempt to achieve equality (Leticia 2001). In a flashback, the narrator describes her changes and notes "when I was young I could barely lift a brick" (Leticia 2011). Things have however changed, and now, the narrator who is a lady has become assertive in her quest to achieve and protect her place in the society. The narrator does manual labour and is able to mix concrete and even lift bricks which were originally regarded as jobs done by men, and this shows change and assertiveness.
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